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 COPENHAGEN, Denmark -- Denmark will more than double wind power production, boost 
support for biogas and slash energy consumption by 2020 as part of a plan to completely 
abandon oil, natural gas and coal by 2050. 

The country's new energy strategy will reduce use of fossil fuels by the energy industry by 33 
percent in 2020 compared with 2009, putting Denmark well on its way to complete 
independence with moderate costs for homeowners and minimal costs for industry, the 
government announced yesterday. 

"Denmark is the first country to present this specific and ambitious a strategy for achieving 
independence from fossil fuels," said Lykke Friis, climate and energy minister. "But we can't be 
the only nation that does this. We need a common E.U. policy so that working together we can 
get the price of renewable energy down," she added, reiterating Denmark's call for the 
European Union to raise its carbon dioxide emissions reduction target to 30 percent by 2020 
from 1990 levels from the current target of 20 percent. 

The Danish strategy calls for a significant expansion of renewable energy obtained from wind, 
biomass and biogas to 33 percent of energy consumption over the next decade. Doing so would 
place Denmark among the top three countries in overall increase in renewable energy as a 
share of total energy consumption, the energy ministry said. Part of the increase would rely on 
more use of biogas for heat, and for that Denmark intends to stimulate and promote biogas 
production. 

By 2020, new offshore wind turbines, coastal wind turbines and land-based turbines will more 
than double wind power capacity in Denmark to a total of 42 percent of overall energy 
production capacity from about 20 percent today, the government said. Overall, 62 percent of 
electricity generation will come from renewable sources. Meanwhile, better energy efficiency 
will reduce energy use by 6 percent in 2020 compared with 2006 levels. 

Chris Huhne, the United Kingdom's energy and climate change secretary, called the Danish 
proposal "an impressive long-term plan." 
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